
MINUTES OF THE 
MACOMB COUNTY ETHICS BOARD  

Wednesday, July 15, 2020 
 
 

A meeting of the Macomb County Ethics Board was held Wednesday, July 15, 2020, at 
8:30 a.m., online via Webex Events. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chair Amboyer called the meeting to order at 8:36 a.m. He thanked Ms. Schave for her 
assistance in putting together this virtual meeting. Chair Amboyer asked for a moment 
of silence to remember Michelle LaBelle. It was one year ago yesterday since she 
passed. The Board observed a moment of silence in her honor. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
The following Members were present: 
 

Dr. Donald Amboyer, Ms. Dorie Vazquez-Nolan, Ms. Paddy Laske and Mr. 
Darnell Blackburn  
 
Valerie Schave, Macomb County Finance, recorded meeting 
 
 

ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 
Chair Amboyer provided the Board members with a Preliminary Agenda. 
 
MOTION 
A motion was made by Ms. Laske, supported by Mr. Blackburn, to adopt the Agenda as 
provided.  The Motion Carried. 
 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 
None  
 
 
APPROVE MEETING MINUTES OF JANUARY 21, 2020 
 
MOTION 
A motion was made by Mr. Blackburn, supported by Ms. Vazquez-Nolan to approve the 
minutes of January 21, 2020.  The Motion Carried. 
 
 



ETHICS COMPLAINT 01-2020 
 
Chair Amboyer indicated that the Board had received their first ethics complaint of the 
year on June 18th and he was fairly concerned by some of the allegations in the 
complaint. He and Ms. Vazquez-Nolan had corresponded via email to discuss the 
complaint and they realized that they do not have their Rules & Procedures in place 
relative to the new ordinance yet.   
 
Ms. Vazquez-Nolan reached out to Mr. John Schapka (Corporation Counsel) regarding 
this complaint and he confirmed that the Board’s past practice in regards to ethics 
complaints was no longer applicable due to the new ordinance. Chair Amboyer did send 
out a response to the complainant advising them the complaint had been received and 
that if they feared for their safety, they should proceed with a police report. 
 
Chair Amboyer reached out to Sheriff Wickersham to find out if any complaints had 
been filed with his department related to this individual referenced in this ethics 
complaint. Sheriff Wickersham advised that the Clinton Township Police Department 
had investigated the matter and they were in contact with the Macomb County 
Prosecutor’s Office who denied filing any charges because there was not sufficient 
evidence to believe a crime had been committed.  The Sheriff’s Department conducted 
their own internal investigation and ultimately closed the matter and dismissed the 
complaint within the department. 
 
Chair Amboyer suggested that the Ethics Board dismiss the complaint based upon the 
email he received from Sheriff Wickersham providing the history of the investigations 
that had already been conducted and the outcome of those investigations.  He asked 
the Board members for their thoughts and a brief discussion ensued. 
 
MOTION 
A motion was made by Ms. Vazquez-Nolan, supported by Ms. Laske to send a letter to 
the complainant advising them that complaint was reviewed by the Board at an open 
meeting and is being summarily dismissed.  The Motion Carried. 
 
 
PRELIMINARY BUDGET 2021-2023 DUE JULY 24, 2020 
 
Chair Amboyer advised the other Board members that at a recent Webex meeting with 
the Deputy County Executive and the Finance Department there was an across the 
board five percent (5%) cut to each department’s budget due to COVID-19.  This 
includes the Ethics Board and amounts to a $250.00 reduction for 2020. The preliminary 
budget for 2021-2023 is also due July 24, 2020.  Chair Amboyer has prepared the 
necessary documents to be returned to the Finance Department and asked for 
comments from the Board members. The Board agreed the information Chair Amboyer 
had prepared could be submitted as is. 
 
MOTION 



A motion was made by Mr. Blackburn, supported by Ms. Vazquez-Nolan to approve the 
preliminary budget as presented by Chair Amboyer and submit it to the Finance 
Department by the required due date.  The Motion Carried. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
A. LEARN – Management System 
 
Chair Amboyer reminded the Board the Mr. Andrew McKinnon from the Human 
Resources and Labor Relations (HRLR) Department had intended to meet with them 
earlier in the year to help them determine a way to help ensure that all County 
employees are educated on the Ethics Ordinance and what the Board does. He was 
also going to help the Board implement a new online training program with the new 
vendor that was hired for employee training. This is still an on-going endeavor. 
 
B. Telephone Procedure 
 
Chair Amboyer confirmed that since the last meeting, a cell phone had been issued to 
him that will ring if calls are made to the Ethics Board’s telephone number. He noted 
that it is a bit of a burden to carry multiple phones and he receives a lot of calls that are 
not specifically related to the Ethics Board, but should be routed to other departments 
within the County or even other municipalities. 
 
C.  2019 Annual Report Submission 
 
Chair Amboyer has been working on last year’s Annual Report and noted that it is 
overdue. This report will not be as lengthy as 2018’s report, but he has been having 
difficulty getting information from two different sources. Once he receives the data he is 
currently missing, he will have a draft of the report ready for review. He is hoping to 
have that ready by the time this Board meets next, so they can submit it to the Board of 
Commissioners. 

 
D. Ethics Ordinance Rules & Procedures Update 

 
Ms. Vazquez-Nolan noted from the prior meeting’s minutes that Mr. Blackburn and Mr. 
Gabriel had offered to get together to try to work on a draft of Rules & Procedures, but 
Mr. Blackburn confirmed that they had not been able to do so. 
 
Chair Amboyer asked if Ms. Vazquez-Nolan and Mr. Blackburn would be willing to work 
on putting together a draft at this time. Mr. Blackburn asked for a copy of the prior Rules 
& Procedures so he has a document to work from. Chair Amboyer confirmed that he 
can share that with everyone as a reference. Ms. Vazquez-Nolan stated that her 
schedule may not allow her to be involved with putting this together until sometime in 
mid-August. She suggested that if Ms. Laske has more availability, she might be a 
better choice to help work on this.  Ms. Laske said that she would be happy to help 
however she can and that working through this via email would probably be ideal due to 
their other commitments and their busy schedules. 



NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. Correspondence 
 
Chair Amboyer advised that correspondence had been received from a prisoner in the 
jail back in February complaining about a jail nurse that was harassing him. This was 
not an official complaint, but simply a note that had been received from the jail. Chair 
Amboyer follow-up on it and no official complaint was filed. 
 
Correspondence was also received in March from Mr. St. Onge and he was again 
directed to follow the process for submitting an official complaint via the form available 
online. Mr. St. Onge never follow-up with anything further. 
 
Chair Amboyer had also received correspondence from someone complaining about the 
St. Clair Shores Police Department.  No action is required on these items. 
 
He also noted that on March 23rd, the Board received an inquiry from Commissioner 
Leon Drolet asking how to file an Ethics Complaint. Chair Amboyer advised him that the 
Board was working on updating the necessary forms. Ms. Lynne Lapierre was enlisted 
to make the required modifications to the forms and posted them online where they are 
accessible through the Ethics Board’s page on the County website. Nothing further was 
received from Commissioner Drolet. 
 
Chair Amboyer also reached out to County Executive Mark Hackel to advise him that 
the necessary documents had been updated per the new Ethics Ordinance and were 
available online. There are a couple of other forms that also need to be updated 
(Vendor Disclosure and Nepotism), but Chair Amboyer needs to reach out to Mr. John 
Anderson in Risk Management and Mr. McKinnon in HRLR to address those. 
 
B. Chair, Vice-Chair and Secretary Election for 2020 
 
Chair Amboyer advised that he was reappointed to the Ethics Board by the Board of 
Commissioners at their meeting on March 11, 2020.  The Board also needs to elect new 
officers for 2020. 
 

-- Chair 
 
 Chair Amboyer called for nominations for Chair. 
 

A motion was made by Ms. Vazquez-Nolan, supported by Ms. Laske to nominate 
Don Amboyer as Chair.  The motion carried. 
 
There were no other nominations.  Nominations were closed. 
 
Don Amboyer accepted and was unanimously elected Chair. 
 
-- Vice-Chair 
 



Chair Amboyer called for nominations for Vice-Chair. 

A motion was made by Mr. Blackburn, supported by Ms. Laske to nominate Dorie 
Vazquez-Nolan for Vice-Chair.  The motion carried. 

There were no other nominations.  Nominations were closed. 

Dorie Vazquez-Nolan accepted and was unanimously elected Vice-Chair. 

-- Secretary 

Chair Amboyer called for nominations for Secretary. 

A motion was made by Ms. Vazquez-Nolan, supported by Ms. Laske to nominate 
Darnell Blackburn for Secretary.  The motion carried. 

There were no other nominations.  Nominations were closed. 

Darnell Blackburn accepted and was unanimously elected Secretary. 

NEXT REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2020 - 
8:30 A.M. 

In a previous conversation, Chair Amboyer recalled that Mr. Blackburn had indicated 
Tuesdays were not good for his schedule.  Mr. Blackburn stated that Tuesdays are 
actually better than Wednesdays and apologized for any confusion on this.  Chair 
Amboyer asked when the best time to meet is for the others.  They discussed switching 
the meeting day back to Tuesdays. They determined the next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, August 18, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. 

ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION 
A motion was made by Ms. Laske, supported by Mr. Blackburn to adjourn the meeting 
at 9:32 a.m.  The Motion Carried. 

Approved: 

_______________________________     ___________________________ 
Donald J. Amboyer, Ph.D., Chairperson     Darnell Blackburn, Secretary 

VSVS
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